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A, B, C of web evaluation
Authority  (Who?)
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a. Who is the author? (Contact Us, About Us, FAQ, Home, Company Info, etc.)
b. What are his credentials?

c. Does he have sufficient authority to speak on the subject? 

d. Is there a way to reach him? An e-mail address is not sufficient identification!!! 
e. Is there an organizational/corporate sponsor, or is it a personal website? 
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Mostly Reliable Domains:
· .edu -educational site
· .gov-U.S. government site
· .mil-U.S. military site
· .org-organization, often non profit. 
· .us, .uk, .ca- 
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· Information might be unreliable when the domain is personal 
· .aol, 
· .com
Look for:

· (~) 
· (%) 
· “members”, “users”, or “people”
Remember: These sites can be registered be anyone!!!
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(What? Why?)
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a. What is the purpose of the site? (to inform, to advertise, educate, to sell, etc.)
b. Does the content reflect a bias? (Objectivity) 
c. Is the bias explicit or hidden? Does the language and the tone seems unbiased and free of emotion?
d. Does the identity of the author or sponsor suggest a bias? 
(Hint: Find the identity of the group who provided the funding for this article at the bottom of the References list, and ask yourself, “Does this sponsor have financial reasons to publish biased information?”)

e. How does the bias impact the usefulness of the information?

Currency (When?)
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a. Is the information on the page up-to-date? 
b. Can you tell when the page was last updated? 
c. Are there dead links? 
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